
What teachers need to 
know about the English 
Language Proficiency 
Standards
DAVE COLEMAN, CALPRO

CASAS SUMMER INSTITUTE 2017, THURS. JUNE 15

1



Who’s in the room?

 ESL/ESOL teacher
 Administrator or Program Coordinator
 CTE or “Content” teacher (ABE math, ASE, CTE)
 Curriculum developer
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Vocabulary of the ELPS: 
Individual Work or Small Group Discussion

 What are the ELPS?
 What is differentiation?
 What is scaffolding?
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Background

 We know that the CCRS bump up the rigor in our 
classrooms.

 However, the CCRS weren’t created for adult 
English Language Learners.
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 ELPS Don’t Replace the CCRS!!!!! 

 They are a language “lift” to help students reach 
and engage successfully in the CCRS. 

 ELPS help us differentiate and scaffold instruction 
for diverse learners.
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ELPS

CCRS

Enter the ELPS in fall 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 1 minMaterials Needed: noneKey Talking Points:This slide explains how the two sets of standards work together.The ELPS explicitly state the language skills students need to have to meet the CCRS.They are complementary and must be used together.Pause here for questions. There may be many! It may be helpful to come up with a FAQ based on the questions that are asked and let participants know that these will be posted to whatever website.



Our Diverse Learners

 The 10 Guiding Principles describe our students’
 Strengths
 Needs
 Instructional demands and resources   
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Guiding Principles:  Ranking Activity

Determine the top three in importance
1. Individually first
2. With a partner or small group next
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Handouts
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Why Our Classes Are Multilevel
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Three themes of the standards

1. Differentiating 
Assessing

2. Scaffolding
3. (Supporting ELLs in 

content classes) 
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Assessment

What do you do about this at the beginning of a class?
How do you assess?

1. listening
2. speaking
3. reading
4. writing
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 3 minMaterials Needed: noneKey Talking Points:Now that they’ve become more familiar with the guiding principles, ask participants to reflect on these questions:What do these principles mean for instruction?Ask 1-2 people to report out



Quickie Assessments 
for same skill level grouping

 Listening/Speaking:  
 Oral interview
 CASAS listening test + oral interview

 Reading:
 One-on-one (student-teacher) oral reading assessment 

 How is their fluency?

 How is their comprehension?

 Writing:
 Short writing sample
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What are the Standards exactly?

1. Construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational text 
through level-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing. 

2. Participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of information, 
ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to 
peer, audience, or reader comments and questions. 
3. Speak and write about level-appropriate complex literary and informational 
texts and topics. 

4. Construct level-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with 
reasoning and evidence. 

5. Conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer 
questions or solve problems. 
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Handouts
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What are the Standards exactly?

6. Analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing. 
7. Adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when 
speaking and writing.

8. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations 
and literary and informational text. 
9. Create clear and coherent level-appropriate speech and text. 

10. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English to 
communicate in level-appropriate speech and writing. 
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Handouts
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Getting to know you…Sorting tasks!
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Sort the 10 standards into four groups, those that 
emphasize: 

a. productive language: P 
b. receptive language:  R
c. interactive language:  I   
d. micro-linguistic features that serve 

larger understanding:  M

Handouts
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a. productive language: P = 2-7, 9-10
b. receptive language:  R = 1-3, 5-6, 8
c. interactive language:  I = 2-3, 5-6
d. micro-linguistic features that serve 

larger understanding:  M = 8-10
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Getting to know you…Sorting tasks! Handouts
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“Big Bang for the Buck Activities” 
by Doreen Ewert, University of SF, 2017

#1:  RANKING and SORTING
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A Classroom Example

 Carlos’ Low Intermediate ESL Class 
 Partner Jigsaw Reading in Handout 

(“Big Bang for the Buck Activity #2) 
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Handouts

4-6



20
Vignette 1, p. 31

What are the effective, evidence-based strategies Carlos employs?



Applying the Standards:
Steps to connecting the CCRS & ELPS

1. Assess students
2. Identify the CCR Standard
3. Create objective
4. Connect the CCR Standard to the ELP 

Standard. 
5. Differentiate with level ELPS descriptors
6. Scaffold instruction

21
Handouts
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STEP 1 
Assess 
students. 
STET 2. 
Identify 
the CCR 
Standard
STEP 3.  
Write an 
objective 
based on 
the 
Standard



23STEP 4:  Connect the CCR 
Standard to the ELP 
Standard. 

Handouts
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STEP 5:  Differentiate with 
level ELPS descriptor

Handouts
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Step 5:  Create differentiated lesson plan
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Handouts

9



26

Handouts

10

Step 5:  Create differentiated lesson plan
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STEP 6: Scaffold Instruction 

Handouts
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“Big Bang for the Buck” Activity #3 
Team Poster Lesson Plan & Gallery Walk

2 CHOICES:
1. Use handout 9 – 11 to create a lesson plan poster for Reading 

Anchor Standard 1, Level A and the appropriate ELPS  (Use the 
2 versions of the Newsela article, “Fruit Farms in the City”, 
handouts 13-17 for content.)

2. Use handout 11 to create a poster of how you would apply the 
scaffolding strategies to support student learning

 Give examples of how you implement the Teacher 
Language and Teacher-Student Exchanges

 Give examples of how you implement the Materials and 
Activities supports.
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Read Strand 
Anchor 
Standard 1, 
Level A:

“Ask and 
answer 
questions 
about key 
details in a 
text.”

Handouts9-
17



Comments?

 Thank you!  

 Dave Coleman:  
dmc55211@lausd.net
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