
Initial 

Interview

Great Difficulty
Do not test.
Collect demographic 
data, enroll in 
beginning ESL

Some Difficulty
Give Oral Screening

Little or No Difficulty
Give locator or 
appraisal and then 
pretest

If score is less than 6
Give Reading Screening 
and/or (optional) 
Writing Screening

If score is 6 or more
Give locator or 
appraisal and then 
pretest

Reading Screening

Writing Screening

Great Difficulty

0-2 points on 
Reading Screening
After some 
instruction, give 
Level A as a 
pretest*

Some or No 
Difficulty

3-5 points on 
Reading Screening
Give Level A as 
pretest*

Updated Intake Screening Guidelines 

*Suggest using a touch screen device for low-
level learners on eTests.  Another option is to 
give the Level A test as a consumable paper 
test with students circling answers in the test 
booklet. 
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