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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#1 High-frequency Vocabulary 
(Pictures) 
Photo items 

8 1.2.9 4 D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. shirts  
B. shoes 
C. shorts  
D. socks 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#2 High-frequency Vocabulary 
(Texts) 
Abbreviations 

8 2.3.2 3 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. October  
B. November 
C. December 
D. January 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#3 Numbers 
Number formatting 

8 2.3.4 3 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. 3-29-84 
B. 5-29-84 
C. 7-29-84 
D. 9-29-84 
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Level 2 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#4 High-frequency Vocabulary 
(Pictures) 
Symbols 

8 2.2.1 4 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. bus 
B. train 
C. plane 
D. bike 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#5 High-frequency Vocabulary 
(Texts) 
Words on forms 

8 0.2.2 3 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. 6/23/20 
B. 510-555-0769 
C. #000892 
D. 44032 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#6 Details 
Retell key details 

1 1.6.4 4 D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the total price for everything? 
 

A. $12 
B. $15 
C. $20 
D. $47 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#7 Details 
Retell key details 

1 3.1.2 3 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When is the next appointment? 
 

A. at 1:30 p.m. 
B. at 4:20 p.m. 
C. at 4:30 p.m. 
D. in one month 
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NRS Educational Functioning Level 

 
Level 3 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#8 Main Idea 
Identify the main topic 

1 2.2.4 4 D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What is this sign about? 
 

A. locating parking spots 
B. getting student ID cards 
C. student class schedules 
D. a transportation service 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#9 Details 
Retell key details 

1 2.2.4 4 D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students can get a shuttle bus _____. 
 

A. 24 hours a day 
B. on the weekend 
C. without a student ID 
D. from student parking lots 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#10 Main Idea 
Identify an author’s purpose 

1 4.4.3 4 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sign tells employees how to _____. 
 

A. open the store 
B. order supplies 
C. set the alarm 
D. help customers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Reading STEPS Sample Items 

NRS Level 3 

Copyright ©2023 CASAS. All Rights Reserved. 

 

14 
 

 

Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#11 Details 
Retell key details 

1 4.4.3 4 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Employees turn off the alarm after _____. 
 

A. turning on the lights 
B. changing the sign 
C. unlocking the door 
D. greeting customers 
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Level 4 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#12 Main Idea 
Identify an author’s purpose 

1 3.5.9 1 B 
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The purpose of this form is for Barry to explain_____. 
 

A. to his boss how he got injured at a construction job 
B. his exercise history and what services he needs 
C. how he is dealing with current health issues 
D. what he likes about his weekly exercise routine 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#13 Details 
Retell key details 

1 3.5.9 1 A 
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What is Barry’s fitness goal? 
 

A. to lose weight 
B. to play football again 
C. to be well enough to work construction 
D. to find a person to exercise with  
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#14 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 3.5.9 1 D 
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In Section 5, which word best matches the meaning of techniques? 
 

A. events 
B. machines 
C. schedules 
D. strategies 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#15 Main Idea 
Identify the main topic 

1 4.1.3 4 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is this information about? 
 

A. a new job 
B. new summer camps 
C. the zoo hours 
D. a zoo program 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#16 Details 
Retell key details 

1 4.1.3 4 D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The zoo helper will _____. 
 

A. clean the animals 
B. work full time 
C. feed the animals 
D. teach in the summer 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#17 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 4.1.3 4 B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The word provide means _____. 
 

A. learn 
B. give 
C. take 
D. read 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#18 Main Idea 
Identify an author’s purpose 

1 2.8.3 4 B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did the school make the announcement? 
 

A. to tell students about new computer jobs 
B. to get students to sign up for a new class 
C. to explain the new computer skills test 
D. to give information about a new adult school 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#19 Details 
Retell key details 

1 2.8.3 4 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does someone need to sign up for the class? 
 

A. a job using computers 
B. a computer skills certificate 
C. a computer at home 
D. a score on the computer skills test 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#20 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 2.8.3 4 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does register mean?  
 

A. sign up 
B. meet up 
C. pay 
D. apply 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#21 Main Idea 
Identify an author’s purpose 

1 4.6.2 3 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The main purpose of this e-mail is to tell employees about _____. 
 

A. the cost of a new work trip 
B. dates employees can travel 
C. travel policies that changed 
D. managers going on work trips 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#22 Details 
Retell key details 

1 4.6.2 3 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How much will the company pay for each meal? 
 

A. $20 
B. $60 
C. $150 
D. nothing 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#23 Details 
Retell key details 

1 4.6.2 3 D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This e-mail says that employees _____. 
 

A. have to travel with a manager 
B. do not need to submit travel receipts 
C. will get only one meal paid for per day 
D. may have to pay for trip cancellation fees 
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NRS Educational Functioning Level 

 
Level 5 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#24 Main Idea 
Identify an author’s purpose 

1 4.1.3 4 B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The main purpose of this notice is to _____. 
 

A. describe the type of work dental assistants and hygienists are trained 
to do  

B. inform applicants that North Coast Dental Center is now hiring dental 
staff 

C. persuade applicants that North Coast Dental Center is a good place 
to work 

D. explain what is required to get an advanced degree in dentistry 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#25 Details 
Retell key details 

1 4.1.3 4 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This notice says the Dental Hygienist _____. 
 

A. can treat patients who have dental diseases 
B. must interpret dental x-rays with a dentist 
C. teaches dental assistants how to do their jobs 
D. does not need previous experience for the job 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#26 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 4.1.3 4 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What does document mean in this notice? 

 

A. record 
B. download 
C. question 
D. communicate 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#27 Main Idea 
Identify an author’s purpose 

1 4.6.2 3 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the main purpose of this e-mail? 
 

A. to approve Brianna’s request for time off 
B. to request that Brianna find a replacement 
C. to schedule a meeting with Brianna 
D. to ask Brianna to fill in for an absent co-worker 

 
 



Reading STEPS Sample Items 

NRS Level 5 

Copyright ©2023 CASAS. All Rights Reserved. 

 

36 
 

 

Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#28 Details 
Retell key details 

1 4.6.2 3 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What will Brianna do for two weeks? 

 

A. get job training 
B. rest from her surgery 
C. take care of her mother 
D. find a temporary replacement 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#29 Inference 
Infer/Draw conclusions 

1 4.6.2 3 B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brianna will most likely meet with Isaiah to ____.  
 

A. learn more about his role 
B. teach him about her job 
C. ask him if he can help 
D. hire him for the job 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#30 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 4.6.2 3 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In line 4, the word replacement means _____. 
 

A. assistant 
B. co-worker 
C. substitute 
D. trainee 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#31 Details 
Retell key details 

1 3.6.9 3 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drivers who miss sleep are how much more likely to get into a car accident? 
 

A. about two times 
B. about three times 
C. about seven times 
D. about nine times 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#32 Point of View and 
Supporting Evidence 

Identify supporting evidence 

6 3.6.9 3 D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The writer claims that people who lack sleep are more likely to get into car 
accidents. How does the writer support this claim? 

 

A. He provides quotes from sleep experts. 
B. He describes the results from a driver survey. 
C. He gives a personal example from his life. 
D. He gives results from research studies. 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#33 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 3.6.9 3 A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What does sufficient mean? 
 

A. enough 
B. extra 
C. pleasant 
D. poor 
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NRS Educational Functioning Level 
 

Level 6 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#34 Main Idea 
Identify an author’s purpose 

1 4.6.2 3 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the purpose of this e-mail? 
 

A. to correct wrong information in the staff orientation package 
B. to give Payroll enough time to process each employee’s Form D1 
C. to provide information left out of the staff orientation package 
D. to explain the benefits of the company’s direct-deposit payroll system 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#35 Details 
Retell key details 

1 4.6.2 3 C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which step should new employees do first? 
 

A. Give Sandy Althaus a blank check. 
B. Give Lily MacKinnon a pay stub. 
C. Complete and sign form D1. 
D. Call their bank to apply for a credit card. 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#36 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 4.6.2 3 B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In line 12, which word best matches the meaning of VOID? 
 

A. empty 
B. invalid 
C. minus 
D. unoccupied 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#37 Inference 
Infer/Draw conclusions 
 

1 5.7.5 3 C 
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What does Linda Hernandez most likely think? 
 

A. Workers who play video games are effective at work because they do 
something they enjoy in their free time.    

B. Playing video games at home creates more learned bad habits than 
good habits in the workplace.  

C. Workplaces would benefit from using technological tools that resemble 
video games to train workers.  

D. No amount of brain training can make a worker better at being able to 
ignore distractions.  
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#38 Details 
Locate/Compare details 
 

1 5.7.5 3 D 
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What does neither writer discuss as a factor in worker productivity? 
 

A. benefits 
B. experience 
C. motivation 
D. salaries 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#39 Vocabulary 
Understand academic 
vocabulary 

8 5.7.5 3 B 
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 In line 8, the word stimulating means _____. 
 

A. animating 
B. encouraging 
C. improvising 
D. restructuring 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#40 Point of View and 
Supporting Evidence 
Identify an author’s point of 
view 

6 2.8.8 3 D 
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Which statement from the article best shows the author’s main point? 
 

A. An arts curriculum is shown to increase cognitive development. 

B. A mind that learns to form new ideas is much better prepared to absorb 
them. 

C. With the increasing demands to boost test scores in other subjects, art is 
left out. 

D. When the arts are integrated with other subjects, they can enhance 
learning. 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#41 Inference 
Infer/Draw conclusions 

1 2.8.8 3 A 
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The writer would most likely agree that _____. 
 

A. classes in other subjects do not need to be replaced by art classes  
B. there will be complaints about changes to the school curriculum 
C. including the arts will decrease the pressure for high test scores 
D. schools will require an increase in their budgets to add art classes 
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Item  Content Area ELP 
Standard  

CASAS 
Competency 

Task 
Area 

Key 

#42 Vocabulary 
Understand words with 
multiple meanings 

8 2.8.8 3 C 
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The quote from Professor Wilde states, “The arts can be like a window into 
other subjects that brings greater understanding and depth.” What does he 
mean by like a window?  

 

A. a way to separate ideas 
B. a way to pursue different ideas 
C. a way to provide more clarity 
D. a way to indicate important differences 

 
 


