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Assess Listening Using

Welcome!

 Are you new to CASAS?
 Have you implemented listening tests?
 This session is for:

• Participants new to CASAS who have not implemented 
listening tests.

• Participants who have implemented listening tests and 
want to learn more.
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Session Agenda

 Listening Test Overview
 Listening Test Administration
 Listening Test Directions
 Listening Practice
 Session Q & A
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Listening Test Overview

 Benefits
 Features
 Item Types
 Content Standards
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 Competency-based

 Measures six levels as defined by the NRS

 Balance of life skills & employment-related content

 Test questions powerfully relevant to the everyday 
lives of today's adult learners

 Appropriate for the listening skills of ESL/ELL/VESL 
students

Listening Competency Content at www.casas.org > Product Overviews > 
Curriculum Management & Instruction > CASAS Competencies > 
Competency Content for Test Series

Listening Benefits
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 Three levels of pre- and post-tests, from Level A 
(beginning ESL literacy) to Level C (advanced ESL)
• Level A uses a picture prompt booklet for one section of 

the test
• Levels B and C have no test booklets

 Multiple-choice with three response choices

 Three parts and three different item types per level

 Preview questions introduce the context of each 
item type

 Tests take between 40 and 52 minutes to complete

Listening Features
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Level A ― Item Types

 Photo Prompt — Repetition
• Listen to a statement

• Select corresponding photo

 Comprehension — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Answer a question about the statement or dialogue

 Next Line — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Predict next line of dialogue to finish the conversation

Approximate test administration time:
80 Series: 45 min.

980 Series: 49 min.
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Level B ― Item Types

 Comprehension — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Answer a question about the statement or dialogue

 Next Line — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Predict next line of dialogue to finish the conversation

 Which Is Correct? — No repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Identify a true statement based on the prompt

Approximate test administration time:
80 Series: 50 min.

980 Series: 52 min.
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Level C ― Item Types

 Comprehension — No Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Answer a question about the statement or dialogue

 Which Is Correct? — No repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Identify a true statement based on the prompt

 Next Line — No Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Predict next line of dialogue to finish the conversation

Approximate test administration time:
80 Series: 40 min.

980 Series: 51 min.
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 Life and Work 980 Listening Series

980 Listening
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Level A
Forms 981L, 982L

Level B
Forms 983L, 984L

Level C
Forms 985L, 986L

Item Type
No. of 
items

Repeat
No. of 
items

Repeat
No. of 
items

Repeat

Photo prompt 10 Yes

Comprehension 15 Yes 11 Yes 11 No

Next Line 13 Yes 15 Yes 12 No

Which is correct? 12 No 15 No

Total test items 38 38 38

Listening Content Standards

 L1 Phonology

 L2 Vocabulary

 L3 Grammar

 L4 General Discourse

 L5 Informational Discourse

 L6 Strategies and Critical Thinking

Listening Content Standards at www.casas.org > Product Overviews > 
Curriculum Management & Instruction > CASAS Basic Skills Content 
Standards
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Sample: Form 981L
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Listening Test Administration

 Administration Options
 Locator vs. Appraisal
 Locator Delivery

13CASAS National Summer Institute 2014

Administration Options

 Appraisal in one sitting
• Approximate test time: 30 min.

 Appraisal and pretest in one sitting
• Approximate test time: 90 min.

• Post-test in future sitting

 Locator and pretest in one sitting
• Approximate test time: 75 min.

• Post-test in future sitting

 Listening practice only
• Unlimited attempts
• Not scored
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 The listening locator does the work of an appraisal 
in less time.

• Listening Locator
= 9 test items — 15 min.

• Computer-Based Appraisal 
= 26 test items — 30 min.

• Paper-Based Appraisal
= 26 test items — 30 min.

Locator vs. Appraisal
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Locator Delivery

 Test-taker is given —
• One (1) practice item before the test begins

 Test-taker is presented with —
• Nine (9) test items in two parts to identify an 

appropriate level pretest

 Test-Taker continues with —
• Pretest based on locator results
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Locator Delivery Cont.

 Part 1
• Presents four (4) test items that are repeated.

"You will hear everything two times."

 Part 2
• Presents five (5) test items that are not repeated.

"Now you will hear everything only one time."
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 No test item images appear on the screen for the 
listening locator.

 The test-taker should try to         answer every test 
item.

 If the test-taker does not answer an item, the 
application will auto-advance.

Locator Delivery Cont.
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 Test-taker is presented with three (3) possible 
answer choices on a listening locator.

 Test-taker cannot return to previous items on a 
locator.

 The “back” arrow is not available on a locator.

 The “review” screen is not available on a locator.

Locator Delivery Cont.
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Listening Test Directions

1. Choosing an answer
2. Changing an answer
3. Going to the next item
4. Skipping an item
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Test Directions
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1. The test-taker must choose one best answer.

2. The test-taker can change an answer.

• By clicking the mouse in an answer                       
box on the computer screen

• By using arrow keys on the 
keyboard and space bar to check 
or remove an answer

• By touching an answer box on a                                      
touch-screen monitor
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3. To go to the next question, the test-taker can:

• Click the mouse on the “Forward” arrow                        
on the computer screen

• Use the “Enter” key on the keyboard

• Use the “Right” arrow key on the 
keyboard

• Touch the “Forward” arrow 
on a touch screen

Test Directions Cont.

22CASAS National Summer Institute 2014

4. If the test-taker decides not to answer an item:

• He or she may skip the item and go to the next question.

• Click twice on the “Forward” arrow.

• A pop-up message asks:

“Do you want to skip this question?”

Yes / No

23

Test Directions Cont.
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Listening Test Delivery

 Display
 Personal Score Report
 Headphones
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 Test-taker is presented with three (3) possible 
answer choices on a listening pre- or post-test.

 Test-taker cannot return to previous items on a 
listening test.

 The "back" arrow is not available on a listening test.

 The “review” screen is not available on a listening test.

Test Delivery
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 An optional Personal Score Report is available at 
the end of any pre- or post-test.

Test Delivery Cont.
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 Don’t forget to equip computers with headphones!

• Headphones with individual volume control are 
recommended for effective test administration   
conditions.

• Be sure to check that the volume on                                
the computer is turned on before                              
starting the test.

Note! The computer volume cannot                                                    
be adjusted once the test begins and                                                  
the secure browser locks.

27

Test Delivery Cont.
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Now Let’s Listen!

 Practice Tests
 New Life and Work Listening

• Locator + Pretest
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 Recommended for students new to

 Use in the classroom for instruction on how to take 
a listening test with              

 Three listening practice tests 

• Level A, B, C

 Each listening practice test                                    
presents nine (9) test items

• 3 Practice items (no auto-advance)

• 6 Test items (with auto-advance)

 No cost

29

Practice Tests – A, B, C
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Practice Test  — Level A

 Photo Prompt — Repetition
• Listen to a statement

• Select corresponding photo

 Comprehension — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Answer a question about the statement or dialogue

 Next Line — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Predict next line of dialogue to finish the conversation
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Practice Test  — Level B

 Comprehension — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Answer a question about the statement or dialogue

 Next Line — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Predict next line of dialogue to finish the conversation

 Which Is Correct? — No repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Identify a true statement based on the prompt
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Practice Test  — Level C

 Comprehension — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Answer a question about the statement or dialogue

 Next Line — Repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Predict next line of dialogue to finish the conversation

 Which Is Correct? — No repetition
• Listen to a statement or dialogue

• Identify a true statement based on the prompt
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 Combined approach to placement 

 Streamline intake

 Pretest immediately follows locator in one sitting

 Place on pretest results

 Uses only one               unit

 Student is ready for instruction

33

Listening Locator + Pretest
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 Part 1
• Presents four (4) test items that are repeated.

"You will hear everything two times."

 Part 2
• Presents five (5) test items that are not repeated.

"Now you will hear everything only one time."

Listening Locator
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You Can Do It!

35

Session Q & A
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Do you have a Success Story?

 CASAS is collecting videos and stories to highlight youth and 
adult education and training success across the country.

 Share how CASAS has helped your learners or program. 
• The challenge
• The solution
• The outcome

Share your story!
www.casas.org > Social Media Newsroom 

> Success Stories 
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Contact Information

Mail
CASAS
5151 Murphy Canyon Rd., Suite 220

San Diego, CA 92123-4339 

Website: www.casas.org

Telephone
(858) 292-2900 or (800) 255-1036

Fax
(858) 292-2910

E-Mail
General questions:

casas@casas.org

Websites:
Click Feedback at bottom of any 
web page

Technology Support Team:
techsupport@casas.org

Workshops:
http://www2.casas.org/online_regi
stration/
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Thank You for Attending!
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 Be sure to visit the CASAS website at www.casas.org

 Keep in touch and stay informed with CASAS on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/CASASsystem

 Visit us on the CASAS YouTube Channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/user/CASASAssessment
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LEVEL B Item Type Repeat? Answer Notes 

Practice 1 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Question 1 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Question 2 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Practice 2 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Question 3 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Question 4 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Practice 3 Which is Correct? Y   N A   B   C 

Question 5 Which is Correct? Y   N A   B   C 

Question 6 Which is Correct? Y   N A   B   C 

LEVEL C Item Type Repeat? Answer Notes 

Practice 1 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Question 1 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Question 2 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Practice 2 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Question 3 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Question 4 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Practice 3 Which is Correct? Y   N A   B   C 

Question 5 Which is Correct? Y   N A   B   C 

Question 6 Which is Correct? Y   N A   B   C 

Listening Practice Tests 

1 CASAS National Summer Institute 2014 

LEVEL A Item Type Repeat? Answer Notes 

Practice 1 Photo Prompt Y   N A   B   C 

Question 1 Photo Prompt Y   N A   B   C 

Question 2 Photo Prompt Y   N A   B   C 

Practice 2 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Question 3 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Question 4 Comprehension Y   N A   B   C 

Practice 3 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Question 5 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 

Question 6 Next Line Y   N A   B   C 


