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Introduction 

This booklet provides activities and a case study for you to practice 

key concepts of the training.  

 

You will be directed to begin each activity at the appropriate time 

during the training.  

 

You do not need to return this booklet to CASAS.  
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Activity 1 Selecting CASAS Competencies 
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Choose one of the scenarios below. Use the CASAS Competencies  in your training 

materials to determine which competencies could relate to the scenario. 

Role: Worker Competencies 

You should start work at  9:00 a.m., but you have a car 

that won’t start. 

4.6.4 Report progress on activities, 

status of assigned tasks, and 

problems and other situations 

affecting job completion. 

You must write a memo but have never done this.  

You need to figure out paycheck deductions. 

You must collaborate with a group of people you have 

not worked with before.  

Role: Community Member Competencies 

You are interested in attending a musical at the Civic 

Center. 

2.6.1 Interpret information about 

recreational and entertainment 

facilities and activities 

You haven’t received the birthday card Mom sent. It 

could be lost in the mail. 

You’ve read in the newspaper there is more trouble in 

Iraq. Where is Iraq? 

You need to register to vote. 

Role: Family member Competencies 

You bought a bottle of cold tablets and need to know 

how many to take. 

3.3.2 Interpret medicine labels 

You child asks for help with math homework. 

You want to plan a surprise birthday party for your 

child. 

A spouse may retire, grown children may move home, 

the house may have termites, a family member 

changed jobs, and taxes have gone up. You are under 

stress.  

Return to your training packet. 
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Activity 2  

Skill Level Descriptors 

 
Lorena has a reading level of 207 on the CASAS scale. Look at the Skill Level 

Descriptors below. What type of reading materials can she read and interpret? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Give examples of some jobs Lorena  could do. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

© CASAS All rights reserved.   Basic 

Implementation Training 2011 

Return to your training packet. 

Low Intermediate ESL 

Listening/Speaking: Can satisfy basic survival needs and very routine social demands. 

Understands simple learned phrases easily and some new simple phrases containing familiar 

vocabulary, spoken slowly and with frequent repetition. Reading/Writing: Can read and 

interpret simple material on familiar topics. Able to read and interpret simple directions, 

schedules, signs, maps, and menus. Can fill out forms requiring basic personal information 

and write short, simple notes and messages based on familiar situations. Employability: Can 

handle entry-level jobs that involve some simple oral and written communication but in which 

tasks can also be demonstrated and/or clarified orally. 

High Intermediate ESL 

Listening/Speaking: Can satisfy basic survival needs and limited social demands; can 

follow oral directions in familiar contexts. Has limited ability to understand on the 

telephone. Understands learned phrases easily and new phrases containing familiar 

vocabulary. Reading/Writing: Can read and interpret simplified and some authentic 

materials on familiar subjects. Can write messages or notes related to basic needs. Can 

fill out basic medical forms and job applications. Employability: Can handle jobs and/or 

training that involve following basic oral and written instructions and diagrams if they can 

be clarified orally. (SPL 5) 

 
 

B 

Excerpt from the Skill Level Descriptors for ESL 
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Activity 3 

Use Suggested Next Test Charts to  

Determine Pretest Level 

Juan takes a reading Appraisal and scores 228.  

Which reading pretest level should he take? _____________ 

 

Mary takes a listening Appraisal and scores 206. 

 Which listening pretest level should she take?  ______________ 

© CASAS All rights reserved.   Basic 
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Reading Listening Math 

Return to your training packet. 
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Activity 4 

Select a Pretest Based on Level 

Remember Juan took a reading Appraisal and scored 228 He can take a C level pretest.  

Which ECS reading pretest form could he take? __________ 

 

Mary took a listening Appraisal and scored 206. She can take a B level pretest. 

 Which Life and Work listening pre-test form could she take? ________ 

  

What factors could influence the level (i.e. B or C) a student takes for a pre-test? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Return to your training packet. 
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Activity 5                                                                                                    

Identify Purpose and Type of Assessment 

_____ 1. A test to determine placement or level 

_____ 2. A test to determine a learner’s instructional needs 

_____ 3. A time for ongoing informal assessment 

_____ 4. A test to determine progress 

_____ 5. The accurate range of a C level reading pre- or post-

test (Refer to Raw to Scale Score Conversion Chart for 

Life and Work on the next page.) 

_____ 6. The accurate range of a D level reading pre- or post-

test (Refer to Raw to Scale Score Conversion Chart for 

Life and Work on the next page.) 

_____ 7. A chart  to help determine what test to give next 

A. Suggested Next Test Chart 

B. 213-256 

C. CASAS pretests  

D. Instruction 

E. 197 – 246 

F. CASAS post-tests 

G. CASAS appraisal test 
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Directions: Match each description to a letter below. Use 
information from the training and  the charts on the next 
page. 

Return to your training packet. 
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Activity 5 Reference 

Score Conversion Chart Life and Work Reading 
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Activity 6 

Practice taking CASAS Sample Test Items  

 Find your handout of the CASAS Sample 

Items level B.  

Mark your answers on the answer sheet 

on the next page of this booklet.  

 Answer every item. 

 Your trainer will go over the answers with 

you.  

© CASAS All rights reserved.   Basic 

Implementation Training 2011 



10 
© CASAS All rights reserved.   Basic 

Implementation Training 2011 



11 

Activity 7 What Is the Task Area? 

 Task Areas 

• Forms 

• Charts, maps, consumer billings, matrices, graphs, or 

tables 

• Stories, articles, paragraphs, sentences, directions, or 

pictures 

• Signs, price tags, ads, or product labels 

• Measurement scales and diagrams 

Look at your reading sample test items. 

Write the task area on the chart. 
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Level B Sample Test Items Task Items 

1.  Notice to all workers  

2.  Phone list 

3.  Phone memo   

4.  Vocational Class notice 

5.  What does she like? 
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CASE STUDY 

Purpose: The purpose of this activity is to review 

the CASAS assessment process by following a 

student’s assessment from program entry and 

appraisal test through post-test and evaluating the 

student’s learning gains.  
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Find the following information. 

Learner’s Name: ________________________ 

Identification Number: ___________________Date of Appraisal Test: _____________ 

 #1 

Continue to the next page.  
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Ching Lin’s listening Appraisal raw score was 8. What was her listening scale 

score? ___________ 

Ching Lin’s reading Appraisal raw score was 11 . What was her reading scale 

score? __________ 

 

Form 80 Appraisal  

Score Conversion Charts 

Listening Test Reading Test 

#2 

Continue to the next page.  
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Find the CASAS basic skill levels for Ching Lin using her scale scores. 

Listening_________________________________________________ 

Reading _________________________________________________ 

 #3 

Continue to the next page.  
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Select the Life and Work reading pretest form number based on Ching Lin’s Appraisal 

scale score of 209 for reading. ___________________ 

Suggested Next Test – APPRAISAL FORM 80  

From the appraisal test score, find the suggested next test level to 

administer in a CASAS testing progression. Then refer to the CASAS 

Test Forms chart below to identify appropriate test form numbers. 

#4 

Continue to the next page.  
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What form number did Ching Lin take as her reading pretest? ______ 

What was Ching Lin’s pretest reading raw score?  _______  

Ching Lin’s Pretest #5 

Continue to the next page.  
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What is Ching Lin’s reading pretest scale score if her raw score was 13? 

_________ 

Form 83R 

Level B - Reading 

 #6 

Continue to the next page.  
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Which Item was missed by most students who took this test? _____________________ 

 

What competency does that item relate to? ___________________________________ 

 

What kind of task are students looking at on this test item? 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Find the Life and Work reading post-test form number based on Ching’s pretest score of 

203 on Form 83R. _________ 

Suggested Next Test – 

Life and Work Beginning Literacy – Level B  

From the pre-test test score, find the suggested next test level to administer in a 

CASAS testing progression. Then refer to the CASAS Test Forms chart below to 

identify appropriate test form numbers. 

 #8 

Continue to the next page.  
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Find the following information for the reading post-test. 

Date of post-test ____________ 

Post-test form number ______ 

Hours of instruction _______ 

Raw score ______ 

Ching Lin’s Post-test 
#9 

Continue to the next page.  
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What is Ching’s reading post-test scale score if her raw score was 17? _________ 

Form 84R 

Level B - Reading 

#10 

Continue to the next page.  
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What are the learning gains between pre- and post-tests?  

Post-test Scale Score – Pretest Scale Score = Learning Gains 

_______ - ______ = ______ 

 

Which reading level should Ching be placed in next semester? __________________ 

Remember that Ching got a 203 in reading on her 

pretest. She got a 209 on her post-test. Use this 

excerpt from the Skill Level Descriptors for ESL to 

answer the following questions. 

 #11 
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