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Rememberthat Ching got a 203 in reading on her
pretest. She got a 209 on her post-test. Use this
excerpt from the Skill Level Descriptors for ESL to
answer the following questions.

235

Advanced ESL

SPL 6 ListemngSpeaking: Can satisfy most survival needs and social demands. Has some ability to understand and
230 —4— commumnicate on the telephone on familiar topics. Can participale in conversalions on a varety of fopics.

ReadingWriting Can read and interpret simplified and some non-simplified matenials on familiar topics. Can
C interpret simple charts, graphs, and labels; interpret a paymoll stub; and complete a simple order form; fill out medical
information forms and job applications. Can wnte short personal notes and letters and make simple log entries.
225 ——te Emplovability: Can handle jobs and job traiming situations that invelve following oral and simple written instructions
and multi-step diagrams and limited public contact. Can read a simple employvee handbook. Persons at the upper end
of this score range are able to begin GED preparation.
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High Intermediate ESL

SPL5 Listeming/Spealing: Can satisfy basic survival needs and limited social demands; can follow oral directions in
famihar contexts. Has hmited ability to inderstand on the telephone. Understands leamed phrases easily and new

215 —— phrases contaiming familiar vocabulary. Reading™Wnting: Can read and interpret simplified and some authentic

material on famhar subjects. Can wnte messages or notes related 1o basic needs. Can fill out basic medical forms and

job apphications. Employability: Can handle jobs andior tramng that mvolve following basic oral and written

instructions and diagrams if they can be clanfied orally.
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Low Intermediate ESL

SPL 4 Listening/Speaking: Can satisfy basie survival needs and very routing social demands. Understands simple
leamed phrases easily and some new aimple phrases contaning familiar vocabulary, spoken glowly with frequent
205 —4— repetition. Heading™Writing: Can read and interpret simple matenal on familiar topics.  Able to read and mterpret
simple directions, schedules, signs, mape, and menus, Can fill out forms requnng basic personal information and
write short, ssmple notes and messages based on familiar siteations.  Employability: Can handle entry-level jobs that
involve some simple oral and wntten commumication but in which tasks can also be demonstrated and/or clan fied
200 orally.

High Beginning ESL

SPL 3 Listening/Speaking: Functions with gome difficulty in simations related 1o immediate needs, may have some
gimple oral communication abilities using basic leamed phrases and sentences. ReadingWriting: Reads and writes
letterz and numberz and a limited number of bagic sight wordz and simple phrazes related to immediate needs. Can
write basic personal information on simplified forms. Emplovability: Can handle routine entry-level jobs that
involve only the most bagic oral or written communication in Englizh and in which all tasks can be demonstrated.

Low Beginning ESL

SPL 2 LastemngSpealang:  Funchons m a very hmited way m amatons related o immediate needs; asks and
A responds to basc leamned phrases spoken slowly and repeated often. Reading™Wnting: Recognizes and writes letters
and mumbers and reads and understands common sight words. Can wnte own name and address. Emplovabihity: Can
handle only routine entry-level jobs that do not require oral or wntten communication in English and in which all
tasks are casly demonstrated.

190 —1—

Beginning Literacy/Pre-Beginning ESL

SPL 0-1 Listening/Speaking: Functions minimalby, if af all, in English. Communicates only through gestures and a
few 1zolated words, ReadingWriting: May not be literate in any language. Employability: Can handle very routine
entry-level jobs that do not require oral or wrtten communication in English and in which all tasks are easily
demonstrated. Employment choices would be extremely limited.

150 —de

-Nm: This M provides gemeral shall deseripton by level, Level deseriplons for reading, math and lislening comespond te stale scores on tens in thede spesilic shill areas.



