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Focus on Academic Success

Research has shown that the future 

workforce will be facing many critical 

challenges. This demands that adult 

education practitioners provide the 

most effective education to prepare 

students with the necessary skills to 

improve their overall quality of life.
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Focus on Academic Success

In accordance with the changes of the 

NRS Educational Functioning Level 

Descriptors, the new CASAS test series for 

ESL, STEPS will focus on measuring higher-

order skills including academic language.
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Focus on Academic Success

 In preparation for the upcoming CASAS 

STEPS series, teachers need to acquire 

knowledge of the changes in the new 

tests and be ready to apply effective 

instructional strategies to ensure student 

academic success.   
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

STANDARDS
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English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) for Adult Education.

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/elp-standards-adult-ed.pdf


The ELP Standards address the skills of the four areas of language 

acquisition (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) as well as the 

linguistic features of the English language.

 Interpretive refers to the learner’s ability to process, understand, 
interpret, or engage with level-appropriate literary and 
informational written and spoken text to construct meaning

 Productive refers to the learner’s ability to produce level-
appropriate written and spoken text such that it meaningfully 
transmits meaning.

 Interactive refers to the learner’s ability to process and produce 
level-appropriate written and spoken text interactively with the 
purpose of understanding, interpreting, engaging in, and 
transmitting meaning. 
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10 ELP Standards/Anchors - Covering:

Reading Listening Speaking

Writing Language
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English Language Proficiency Standards 

Eight of the 10 Standards are either 

productive or interactive

Five Level Descriptors for Different ESL 

Levels
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English Language Proficiency Standards 13



English 

Language 

Proficiency 

Standards (ELPs) 

Explained
by Kathryn Powell, 

Harper College
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15 CASAS Reading STEPS Blueprints Level A



16 CASAS Reading STEPS Blueprints Level B



17 CASAS Reading STEPS Blueprints Level C



18 CASAS Reading STEPS Blueprints Level D



19 CASAS Reading STEPS Blueprints Level E



Reading Task Areas20



Listening Test Items Types

Before

Now

-Next-Response question
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QUESTIONS?
22



Thank you for venturing with 

me.

Veronica Pavon-Baker
doramarg@bellsouth.net
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