
Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems

© 2026 CASAS — Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems. All rights reserved.

www.casas.org

CASAS National News and 
Updates Webinar

August 19, 2026

Celebrating National 

Parks Month!!!



Welcome to the August 2026
CASAS National Webinar
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➢  Presentation questions? 

 USE Q & A

➢  Technical Difficulties? 

 USE CHAT

➢  PowerPoint is posted on the 

 Webinar Webpage

➢  Webinar recording will be 

      posted by the end of the week

https://www.casas.org/social-media-newsroom/webinars
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AGENDA

Assessment Update

Promising Practices Road Trip

Tips for the New Program Year

Training Updates



Assessment 
Update
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ABE Reading Assessments 
NRS Approved
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Reading GOALS

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

June 30, 2026

Reading GOALS 2

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

2032
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Transition Reminders!!

• No mixing Reading GOALS and Reading GOALS 2!Paired Tests?

• If implementing Reading GOALS 2 July 1, 2026, do 
not proxy Reading GOALS tests into new PY

Proxy?

• Discard and shred – contact CASAS
Paper 

Materials?

• Not test specific – can use for any testWTUs/TEUs?



ABE Math Assessments 
NRS Approved
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Math GOALS 2

Available Now!

NRS-approved through 

2030



ESL Assessments 
NRS Approved
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Reading STEPS

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

2030

Listening STEPS

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

2030



News and Updates Webinar
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Levels B - E
Inaccurate Scores (*)

• Reading GOALS 2
• Math GOALS 2
• Reading STEPS
• Listening STEPS

August 19, 2026



News and Updates Webinar
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Reducing Retesting

*New* Lower-End Estimate Scores 

• Modifying the top of the inaccurate range to include 

new lower-end estimate scores.

• Reportable scale scores and NRS level classification

• Operationally similar to Conservative Estimates

• Retesting NOT required 

August 19, 2026



News and Updates Webinar
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Reading GOALS 2
Level B, Form 923R
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News and Updates Webinar
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Updated Reading GOALS 2
Level B, Form 923R
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Citizenship Assessments Update
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Government and History

Forms 965/966

->Finished field testing 
new test questions

->Building new test forms
Assessments



Personal 
Score Report
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Time for a Poll
What’s your favorite 

park activity?

Hiking?

 Sleeping under the stars?

 S’mores by the campfire?

 Fishing? 

 Water sports?
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Promising Practices
CASAS Road Trip
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Promising Practice
California



Pinnacles National Park 
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CASAS’s Home State
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Making Students 
Feel at Home:
Two-Day Student 

Onboarding Process
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➢Provide a warm welcome

➢Meet director, counselor, liaisons, 
support staff, student 
ambassadors

➢Help students understand the 
supports provided through 
consortia, community and GGUSD

➢ Importance of School-Wide  
Learning Results

➢Voluntary SSN Document

➢CASAS Test

➢Log into school email

➢Take CASAS Student Technology 
Survey

DAY THREE, CLASS!!

Day 2

August 19, 2026

Day 1

Goals for a Two-Day Orientation
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Students have time to decide, 

“Am I ready for this or not?”
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All Hands On Deck!

❑Translators available for 

multiple languages

❑Videos in multiple 

languages

❑Technology support 

available

❑Orientations held 

weekly on Tuesday and 

Wednesday; classes 

start on Thursday
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Positive Data-Based Outcomes

100% of students said they felt welcomed at 
New Student Orientation (800+ students surveyed)

34% increase in attendance hours

18% increase in number of participants 

19% increase in Educational Functioning Level 
(EFL) gains

30% increase in SSNs collected 

August 19, 2026
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Hi friends, 
Enjoying the 
California sunshine 
and palm trees here in 
Garden Grove, where 
adult students not only 
feel welcome from their 
very first day, but they 
also keep showing up 
and crushing those EFL 
gains!
The juice is definitely 
worth the squeeze!  

August 19, 2026

Our News and 
Updates Friends
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Promising Practice
Minnesota



Next Stop: Minnesota

High Beams On:
 
A Focus on Professional 
Development for Support Staff
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Minnesota: Professional Development is a Great Catch!
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Dedicated state team committed to open communication and 
consistent leadership (longevity), including funding for Statewide PD 
trainers

Virtual and In-Person regional and statewide PD offerings on 
promising practices around students’ needs - including digital 
resiliency, distance learning & innovation, and setting expectations at 
intake for student success

Joint training with curriculum partners for teachers to make 
assessment to Instruction connections



Minnesota: SPARC-ing Excellence in Teaching with SUPPORT!
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Online Portals 

including SPARC 

Coffee Breaks with 

Support Professionals 

to  build support staff 

capacity.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mnabeassessment.com%2Fsparc&data=05%7C02%7Carobitaille%40casas.org%7Cc60dd8cb7ce24ba2e02508dd86a0e080%7C4bf3651db4fd40a8bcedba7463286323%7C0%7C0%7C638814747692174026%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kWfUUF19vEWxp2uABVsWaeJn8%2FxwXjRsQN78gq9Ap2g%3D&reserved=0
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Hi friends, 
We didn’t visit all 
10,000 lakes, but it’s true 
what they say: Minnesotans 
are NICE!  Their Adult Ed 
support staff can’t help but 
shine like the Northern 
Lights thanks to the 
supportive professional 
development team! 

Coffee Breaks with PD 
Trainers? Count us in and 
pass the cream and sugar!   

Our News & 
Updates Friends
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Promising Practice
Florida



Next Stop, Florida!

Let’s Look at the 
Map Together: 
Post-testing Campaign 
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31 My Test. My Progress. My Future

Post-Test Improvement Plan: Key Pillars

1. Post-Test Monitors

2. Get Students Excited!

3. Align Training and Expectations

4. Monitor and Respond Regularly



32 My Test. My Progress. My Future

Campaign Materials and Resources: Ready to go



33 My Test. My Progress. My Future

Campaign Poster

Campaign Materials and Resources

Branding Assets Recognition Certificate



34 My Test. My Progress. My Future

Merch!  

Campaign Materials and Resources



35 My Test. My Progress. My Future

▪ Interpreting Test Results    
      Charts

▪ Post-Test Scenarios 

▪ Sample of Post-Test Log

▪ Sample of Post-Test  
 Calendar

Post-Test Monitor Folder Contents



36 My Test. My Progress. My Future

Is Our Campaign and Plan Working?

July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025
                Student Count     Percent Post-tested    Earned an MSG
Adult Basic Education                 3,247           43.67%           15.21%
Adult ESOL                 7,929            58.53%            38.44%

July 1, 2025 to December 20, 2025

Adult Education   1,902             61.88%             21.87%
Adult ESOL                   4,332             59.93%             31.9% 
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Hi friends, 
Adult students and MSGs 
in Florida are taking off 
like NASA rockets, thanks 
to Hillsborough Co.’s post-
test FINISH STRONG 
Campaign. Regular sit-
downs with students, and 
post-test incentives pay 
dividends as big as an 
alligator’s smile! 

August 19, 2026

Our News and 
Updates Friends
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TE and eTests
 Tips for the 

New Program Year

Adrian Boggess
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 Tip 1: Check Your Campsite 

TE Access
Go to Organization → 

Users and review active 
user accounts. 

Confirm each person has 
the appropriate access 

for their job. 

Update any staff that are 
no longer a part of the 

program and be sure to 
inform CASAS if the data 
manager or main point of 

contact have changed

Trail Tip: Give staff only 
the access they need for 

their responsibilities.
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 Tip 2: Reset the Trailhead — eTests 
Sessions and classes

• In eTests, review testing sessions for the new program year. 

• Replicate etesting sessions for the new program year if not already done

• Complete a quick check before your first scheduled testing day. 

• Replicate over any classes in TE for the new program year ( if applicable)

 

 Trail Tip:

Replicate, then review! Replication gives you a head start, but always 

check the new session before testing students.



Tip 3a: Protect the Park Data — Start Strong with Data & Pretesting
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• Review student information — Make sure demographics 

and required fields are complete and accurate. 

• Check for existing records — Search for the student 

before creating a new record to help prevent duplicates. 

• Choose the correct pretest — Confirm the appropriate test 

series and modality for the student and program. 



Tip 3b: Protect the Park Data — Start Strong with Data & Pretesting
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• Pretest early — Complete initial testing so you have a starting point 

for measuring student progress. 

• Review results — Use pretest results to help guide placement and 

instruction. 

 Trail Tip:

Start with a clean trail! Good intake data + accurate pretesting = 

better placement, progress tracking, and reporting all year long.



Problem Solving Tips "Follow the trail to a quick solution!"
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 TIP 1Can't Find What You're Looking For?

 Check the Program Year Filter

A new program year has started, and your data 

could be filtered to the current year.

Solution: Select the correct program year from 

the filter.

 TIP 2Missing Classes, Students, or Other Data?

 Roll Data Into the New Program Year

Use:

• Batch Edit 

• Inserts 

• Imports

To move information into the new program year.



Problem Solving Tips "Follow the trail to a quick solution!“ 
Cont.
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Tip 3: "Invalid Data Container" 
Message When Signing In?

• Verify Your eTests Web Address

• The error often occurs when the incorrect 
eTests URL is being used.

•  Confirm that your eTests address 
contains the correct state/agency/site path 
before signing in.
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Training Update
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DOUBLE FEATURE!



New 
Training 
Modules 
added 

this month!  
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Proudly Presents…
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A Remake of an Old Classic…



NEW TOPSPro Training Replaces Intro to TOPSpro Enterprise
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Multi-media, 

interactive, and 

engaging!  

STRONGLY 

RECOMMENDED 

for Data Managers 

or other staff who 

use TE.  
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And the double feature…



NEW Remote Proctor Certification Replaces Previous Version 
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Multi-media, 

interactive, and 

engaging!  

REQUIRED for 

anyone who 

administers CASAS 

eTests remotely



OUR TRAINING 
SITE WAS RESET 
ON JULY 1, 2026

HOWEVER, you can log into the CASAS 
homepage, click on your name at the top of the 
page, and print your training history to verify your 
training completions

IMPORTANT REMINDER: TRAINING SITE RESET
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To Check Your Training History: 
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1. Log into the CASAS homepage. 

(www.casas.org)

2. Click on your name at the top of the page.

3. Scroll down to view your Training History. 

http://www.casas.org/
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What is your 

favorite 

National Park?  

Type it in the chat!  



Upcoming Events
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Tuesday, August 25

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (PT)/

2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (ET)

Register:   https://www.casas.org/training-and-support



Keep the “We” in WIOA
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Carolyn Zachry

Kimberly Meadows Laura Fetter 

Join Us September 24

Keep the "We" in WIOA - NAWDP

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nawdp.org%2Fevent%2Fkeep-the-we-in-wioa%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckburger%40casas.org%7C4a54a418b6fd4d37999d08def8ab22c6%7C4bf3651db4fd40a8bcedba7463286323%7C0%7C0%7C639221611062447601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQHK00ZL8bGg0AxLW84Gmw%2FgISLr0BneMUgutdV96%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nawdp.org%2Fevent%2Fkeep-the-we-in-wioa%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckburger%40casas.org%7C4a54a418b6fd4d37999d08def8ab22c6%7C4bf3651db4fd40a8bcedba7463286323%7C0%7C0%7C639221611062447601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQHK00ZL8bGg0AxLW84Gmw%2FgISLr0BneMUgutdV96%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nawdp.org%2Fevent%2Fkeep-the-we-in-wioa%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckburger%40casas.org%7C4a54a418b6fd4d37999d08def8ab22c6%7C4bf3651db4fd40a8bcedba7463286323%7C0%7C0%7C639221611062447601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQHK00ZL8bGg0AxLW84Gmw%2FgISLr0BneMUgutdV96%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nawdp.org%2Fevent%2Fkeep-the-we-in-wioa%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckburger%40casas.org%7C4a54a418b6fd4d37999d08def8ab22c6%7C4bf3651db4fd40a8bcedba7463286323%7C0%7C0%7C639221611062447601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQHK00ZL8bGg0AxLW84Gmw%2FgISLr0BneMUgutdV96%2F4%3D&reserved=0
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Tuesday, September 29

11 a.m. to 12 (PT)/

3 p.m. to 4 p.m. (ET)

Register:   https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
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Fridays at 11 am Pacific/ 2 pm Eastern

➢ August 21, 2026 - 11 a.m. (PT) / 2 p.m. (ET)

➢ September 11, 2026 - 11 a.m. (PT) / 2 p.m. (ET)

➢ September 25, 2026 - 11 a.m. (PT) / 2 p.m. (ET)

Register:   https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
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Register Today!

https://casas-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_h0njh8ZQTDuDxJw-tvRSgQ#/registration

	Slide 1: CASAS National News and Updates Webinar
	Slide 2: Welcome to the August 2026 CASAS National Webinar
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: ABE Reading Assessments  NRS Approved
	Slide 6: Transition Reminders!!
	Slide 7: ABE Math Assessments  NRS Approved
	Slide 8: ESL Assessments  NRS Approved
	Slide 9: Levels B - E Inaccurate Scores (*)
	Slide 10:            Reducing Retesting
	Slide 11: Approx. 75% of all tests requiring retesting 
	Slide 12: Lower-End Estimate
	Slide 13: Citizenship Assessments Update
	Slide 14: Personal Score Report
	Slide 15: Time for a Poll What’s your favorite park activity?
	Slide 16: Promising Practices CASAS Road Trip
	Slide 17
	Slide 18:  Pinnacles National Park  
	Slide 19: CASAS’s Home State  
	Slide 20: Goals for a Two-Day Orientation
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Positive Data-Based Outcomes
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Next Stop: Minnesota
	Slide 26: Minnesota: Professional Development is a Great Catch!
	Slide 27: Minnesota: SPARC-ing Excellence in Teaching with SUPPORT!
	Slide 28
	Slide 29:  Promising Practice Florida 
	Slide 30: Next Stop, Florida!
	Slide 31: Post-Test Improvement Plan: Key Pillars
	Slide 32: Campaign Materials and Resources: Ready to go
	Slide 33: Campaign Materials and Resources
	Slide 34: Campaign Materials and Resources
	Slide 35: Post-Test Monitor Folder Contents
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39: 🏕️ Tip 1: Check Your Campsite  
	Slide 40: 🥾 Tip 2: Reset the Trailhead — eTests Sessions and classes
	Slide 41: Tip 3a: Protect the Park Data — Start Strong with Data & Pretesting 
	Slide 42: Tip 3b: Protect the Park Data — Start Strong with Data & Pretesting 
	Slide 43: Problem Solving Tips "Follow the trail to a quick solution!"
	Slide 44: Problem Solving Tips "Follow the trail to a quick solution!“ Cont.
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47: New Training Modules added  this month!  
	Slide 48
	Slide 49: NEW TOPSPro Training Replaces Intro to TOPSpro Enterprise
	Slide 50
	Slide 51: NEW Remote Proctor Certification Replaces Previous Version 
	Slide 52: IMPORTANT REMINDER: TRAINING SITE RESET
	Slide 53: To Check Your Training History: 
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57: Keep the “We” in WIOA
	Slide 58: Join Us September 24
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61

