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Welcome to the November 2025
CASAS National Webinar
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➢  Presentation questions? 

 USE Q & A

➢  Technical Difficulties? 

 USE CHAT

➢  PowerPoint is posted on the 

 Webinar Webpage

➢  Webinar recording will be 

      posted by the end of the week

https://www.casas.org/social-media-newsroom/webinars


Message from 
the President

Pat Rickard and Jane Egüez

CASAS Presidents

Past and Present
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Agenda

• Assessment Update

• Promising Practices: CASAS 

Connects

• Updates: TE Data Transfer

• Upcoming Events
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Assessment 
Update

Daniel Esko

Assessment Development 
Program Manager
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Woody and Buzz (“Toy Story”)



ESL Assessments 
NRS Approved

7

Reading STEPS

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

2030

Listening STEPS

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

2030
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ABE Reading Assessments 
NRS Approved

8

Reading GOALS

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

June 30, 2026

Reading GOALS 2

Available Now!

NRS-approved through

2032
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ABE Math Assessments 
NRS Approved

9

Math GOALS 2

Available Now!

NRS-approved through 

2030
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Adult Education Assessments: Rigorous Review & Approval

November 12, 2025 10

Ensures 
compliance with 
federal standards 
and validates 
educational gains.

Independent evaluation 
of reliability, validity, and 
fairness.

Published in the Mental 
Measurements Yearbook



What’s in a review?
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Validity of Tests

Reflecting the rigorous academic reading, listening, and math 

skills outlined in the College and Career Readiness and English 

Language Proficiency Standards, ensuring learners are 

prepared for postsecondary and workplace success.

Reliability of Assessments

Consistent test results across different conditions and scorers. 

Validity of Tests

Accurate evaluation of intended knowledge and skills through 

appropriate content.

Clear Score Interpretation

Clear, meaningful results using transparent scoring and defined 

cut scores for educators and learners.

Key Criteria 
for NRS & Buros Reviews



Partnership with 
GED: Predicting 
Success

Partnered with GED Testing Service to 
conduct a predictive validity study

Study analyzed CASAS scores to 
forecast GED success

Results support strong alignment 
between CASAS and GED performance
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Collaborative Research Initiative



GED or HiSET Readiness Predictor
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CASAS 
Government 
and History Test

Revisions are underway based on the 
changes in the Civics portion of the US 
Naturalization interview
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New Content Under Development

Test Refresh Coming Soon!



TIME FOR A POLL…
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Dana Carter, Principal 

Yucaipa Adult School, CA
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Promising Practice: 
Targeting Gaps, 

Accelerating Progress



Targeting Gaps, Accelerating 

Progress: How Yucaipa Adult School 

Uses Aztec CASAS Connects
Dana Carter, Principal

2025



Who We Serve: Our Programs

Adult Basic 

Education(ABE)

Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress
18

2025

High School 

Equivalency (GED)
High School Diploma

English as a Second 

Language

Career Technical 

Education (CTE)
Citizenship

Helping learners build 

foundational reading, 

writing and math skills

Preparing students to 

pass their high school 

equivalency exams

Offering a path for 

adults to complete and 

earn their diploma

Supporting EL learners 

at all levels from 

beginning to advanced

Providing job training in 

high-demand fields

Preparing students for 

the U.S. citizenship test 

and interview



The Challenge:

Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress
19

2025

Moving from Assessment to Instruction

Efficiently target 

individual 

student 

academic needs 

Students take 

CASAS test

Teacher receives 

a general score 

report (CASAS 

scale score)

The GAP

How to make a 

personalized learning 

plan for every student 

from this report.



Our Solution:

Aztec CASAS Connects

How it Works:

Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress 20

2025

Student takes a 

CASAS 

GOALS2 

assessment

Test data is 

automatically 

analyzed

A customized 

learning plan is 

generated in 

Aztec

Students and 

teachers stop 

wasting time on 

what they 

already know 

and focus on 

what they need 

to learn
How we can effectively target each student’s individual needs



First adopted: 2018

 Products Used Before Connects:

• Fundamentals

• Foundations

• Pre-HSE - Bridge

• aTutor for CASAS

 Previous Usage

• Supplemental 

• Core

 Limitations

• Learning Plans were generic

• Teacher needed to modify for each 
student

• Additional entry assessments 
needed

Our Journey 

with Aztec
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Able to identify students in the pilot, but 

not able to provide them with learning 

plan filtered based on CASAS test 

results

Hesitancy of teachers to transition 
from other products to aTutor & 
Connects

Failure for data to upload. Issues 
with data and student ID numbers

When teachers and students 
logged into class, no learning plan 
personalization was evident

Hearing about this pilot for close to a year, 

Yucaipa Adult School volunteered to be an 

initial participating agency.

Four ABE classes would participate in 
the pilot

two math and two ELA

Test the technology and confirm Aztec 
upload of CASAS test data

Upload was to occur weekly or upon 
request

CASAS Connect: The Initial Pilot

August 2023

The Plan
Initial Findings

Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress
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Decrease in student assessment time, 

increasing student interaction with lessons 

and drills on targeted content identified via 

their CASAS test

Field Service Representative (FSR) 
provided short targeted site-specific 
training videos for teachers

Connect students tagged in TopsPro 
Enterprise to ensure data upload

Participants lessons in Connects learning 
plan significantly reduced. Continue to 
provide students access to full aTutor 
curriculum for additional support as 
needed 

Learning from Experience

Current Pilot:2025

What Changed?

Aztec addressed known issues from 

prior pilot. This attempt was smaller – 

two math classes, using GOALS2 

CASAS test

Teacher training provided prior to 
implementation

Reconfigured student login format 
and CASAS upload issue resolved

Upload occurs automatically 
overnight

Workflow

Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress 23
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What’s Working: Our Successes
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From our Team (Qualitative)

“I like that it helps me know where to 

start with each student.” 

 – K. Meidinger

“I was surprised how much I already 

knew.” 

 – Student, Donato

“It helped me focus on what I need to 

learn”

 - Student, Rebecca

Quantitative YAS 2025 Data
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Challenges & 

Lessons Learned
Better teacher success with multiple 

short PD events/videos than one day 

all encompassing training.

Not set and forget, still needs active 

teacher management

When student has “0” Connects 

lessons, confirm student was 

identified correctly in TopsPro

Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress
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Ongoing Challenges

2025

Key Learning

Student persistence in digital 

curriculum

Open enrollment – building digital 

literacy for all students

Adjustment and/or purchasing of 

licenses to best meet the needs of 

our students



Where We Go from Here: 

Next Steps

Yucaipa Adult School

Our mission is to Make a 
Difference in the Life of Each 
Student by providing them with 
a pathway to higher education, 
work and career success. Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress 26

Based on our pilot success so far, we plan:

2025

Increase the use of CASAS Connects to include our 

ABE ELA classes

Track and compare EFL gains between students who 

used CASAS Connects and those who did not. 

Provide students with a mini-digital literacy course 

to better prepare them to use our web based 

curriculum



Thank You

Targeting Gaps, Accelerating Progress
27
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Dana Carter, Principal                     dana_carter@ycjusd.us

Yucaipa Adult School                     (909) 790-6192

Questions & Discussion



Coming Soon: A Webinar!

CASAS & Aztec: 
Partnering for 

Learner Success

Watch Your Email 
for Details
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Time for a poll…

Think about one of your friendships in life. 

Are you like...

Snoop Dog and 

Martha Stewart 

(unlikely)

Tina Faye & Amy Poehler 

(funny and better together)

Oprah Winfrey and Gayle 

King (power friendship)
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Are you like...

Snoop Dog and Martha 
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Time for a poll…

Think about one of your friendships in life. 

Are you like...

Snoop Dog and Martha 

Stewart (unlikely)

Tina Faye & Amy Poehler 

(funny and better together)

Oprah Winfrey and 

Gayle King (power 

friendship)



Data Transfer 
Wizard

Carlos Rodriguez

Information Technology Lead

Ron, Harry and Hermione 

(“Harry Potter”)



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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A Tops Enterprise (TE) tool for 

Exchanging Data with 3rd Party 

Attendance and other Information 

Systems in a uniform and standard 

manner.

What?

Where?

How?

Tools ➔ 3rd Party Import Wizard

TOPSpro Enterprise can import data 

supplied in 10 (ten) CSV (Comma 

Separated Variable) format files.



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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How?



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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1) PERS: Personnel and User Data

 2) CLS: Class Data

 3) DEM: Demographic Data

 4) SPS: Student Program Status

 5) ENTR: Entry Data

 6) SCS: Student Class Status

 7) ATT: Attendance Data

 8) TEST: Test Data

 9) UPDT: Update Data

 10) HSE: High School Exam Results

How?



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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Why?



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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Why?

DATA

Your Data is the most critical asset for strategic 

stewardship and operational backbone. 

Your Data can help define and enforce policies 

and procedures that ensure accuracy, security, 

compliance, and accessibility readily available 

for decision-making.



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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Why?

DATA

ADMINISTRATOR

STUDENT

DIRECTOR

TEACHER

DATA MANAGER



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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Why?

DIRECTOR

• Agency Objectives

• Performance Gains

• Agency Trends

• Enrollment

• Agency Resource Allocation

• Funding Priorities

• Operational Requirements

• Professional Development

• Program Strategies

• New Programs

ADMINISTRATOR

• Monitoring of Agency Objectives

• Performance Gains

• Enrollment

• Request Resource Allocation

• Funding Priorities

• Operational Requirements

• Professional Development

• Professional Learning Community

• Community of Practice

• Additional Instructional 

Resources

• Program Strategies



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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Why?

TEACHER

• Class Performance Gains

• Class Trends

• Enrollment

• Attendance

• Class Lesson Planning

• Student Individualized 

Instruction

STUDENT

• Monitoring

• Performance Gains

• Attendance

• Pathway Progress

• Personal Achievements

• Learning Progress

• Lesson Support

• Individualized Instruction



Import / Export Data
3rd Party Import Wizard
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Why?

DATAWhat?

Where?

How?
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CASAS® Admin Portal



CASAS® Teacher Portal
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CASAS® Student Portal



Astrid Robitaille

National Program and Online 
Training Specialist
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Ben Affleck and Matt Damon:

A Forty-Year Friendship

Training 
Update
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CASAS would like to acknowledge OUR “40+ year friendships” 

Connecticut

Maryland Washington

Iowa

North Carolina

Oregon

California
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And a shout-out to our original workforce friends:  

Michigan

Kansas Washington

Iowa

Nebraska

Oregon
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We’ve got a new look!
Your starting point for all your training 

needs: https://www.casas.org/training-

and-support

 

➢Live trainings and webinars

➢Office Hours

➢Help Documentation for TE, 

CASAS eTests, and Teacher Portal

➢Quick Links to CASAS Training 

Site and CA Adult Ed Training Site

YOU MUST BE LOGGED INTO 

THE CASAS SITE TO ACCESS 

HELP DOCUMENTATION

https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
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Upcoming 
Events

• Kristine Mains

• National Program and 
Trainer Specialist
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Office Hours with CASAS Staff
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Fridays, 11am Pacific / 2pm Eastern
November 7

November 21

December 5

Register and bring a friend!

https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
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Wednesday, February 11, 2026
11 am Pacific/2 pm Eastern

CASAS News and 

Updates Webinar

https://www.casas.org/training-and-support

Reserve a Seat

https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://www.casas.org/training-and-support
https://casas-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6UiwdoEBQxarIzIketweLQ#/registration
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Thank you from your CASAS Friends!
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