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Welcome and Introductions

 Materials: Materials:
 Presentation
 CASAS Competencies CASAS Competencies
 Reading CASAS Content Standards
 CASAS Life and Work Reading Series Competency g p y

Content
 WIPPEA Lesson Plan
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Goals and Objectivesj

 Identify CASAS Content Standards Identify CASAS Content Standards
 Describe how the standards support 

CASAS Competenciesp
 Identify and use lesson plans that 

integrate CASAS Content Standards 
and CASAS Competencies

 Identify and use reports to show 
f fstudent performance and to inform 

instruction
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Competency-Based Educationp y

 What is a competency? What is a competency?
 A competency is a measurable 

learning objective.

 CASAS Competencies
 The competencies identify p y

essential skills for life and 
work. 

 CASAS test items are aligned 
to competencies.

© 2010 CASAS. All rights reserved.    3
3



Competency Content Areasp y

0.  Basic Communication
1.  Consumer Economics
2.  Community Resourcesy
3.  Health
4.  Employmentp y
5.  Government and Law
6.  Math
7.  Learning and Thinking Skills          
8.  Independent Living
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Download the Competencies at www.casas.org 



The Competency Coding Systemp y g y

 Content Area
 Consumer Economics

 Competency Area
 1.4 Understand methods and procedures to obtain housing  

and related services
 Competency Statements Competency Statements

 1.4.7 Communicate maintenance needs and housing 
problems to a landlord or property manager

 What competencies are a priority for your programs?
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CASAS Content Standards

What are Content Standards?What are Content Standards?
 Content Standards are clear benchmarks of 

Wh t l  h ld k What learners should know
 What learners should be able to do at 

specific points as they move through the 
educational spectrum

© 2010 CASAS. All rights reserved.    6



Content Standards and Competenciesp

 Why are CASAS Content Standards important to  Why are CASAS Content Standards important to 
use with CASAS Competencies?

 CASAS Content Standards: CASAS Content Standards:
 Identify underlying basic skills associated with CASAS 

CompetenciesCompetencies
 Help instructors plan instruction
 Help students master a specific competency and attain p p p y

their goals.

© 2010 CASAS. All rights reserved.    7
7



Coding System for 
CASAS Content Standards ReadingCASAS Content Standards - Reading

 R = Reading  
 There are 9 Highlighted Reading Categories 9 g g g C g
 Under each are the specific basic skills, e.g., R1.1, R1.2, 

R2.1, R2.2 (read horizontally)
 They are grouped by ESL, ABE, and ASE and linked to 

CASAS and NRS levels

 The dots (read vertically) show the instructional level
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CASAS Content Standards for Reading
C t i  d NRS Ed ti l F ti i  L l  (EFL)Categories and NRS Educational Functioning Levels (EFL)
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CASAS Content Standards 
f  Li t i  d M thfor Listening and Math

Listening Content Standards
• L1 Phonology

Math Content Standards 
• M1 Number sense

• L2 Vocabulary
• L3 Grammar
• L4 General Discourse

• M2 Algebra
• M3 Geometry
• M4 Measurement

• L5 Informational Discourse
• L6 Strategies and Critical Thinking

• M5 Data
• M6 Probability

Download the complete list of Content Standards for Listening and Math 
t
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CASAS Content Standards Support 
CASAS C t iCASAS Competencies

Instructional program: ESL
Level: Intermediate Low

CS R2.8

Interpret meaning 
from word

CS R3.3

Read and 
d t d i l

Level: Intermediate Low
CASAS Level: B
NRS Level: 4

from word 
formation

understand simple 
texts on familiar 

topicsCompetency 1.4.7

C i t i t d

CS R3 2

Communicate maintenance needs 
and housing problems to a 

landlord or property manager
CS R3.2

Read and  
understand 

simple sentences
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simple sentences 
containing familiar 

vocabulary

A blank format is provided in your 
participant packet



Using CASAS Reports To Inform 
I t tiInstruction

 Class Performance by Competency

 Student Performance by Competency

 Class Profile by Competency
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Test Items: Task Areas

 Reading Task Areas
1. Forms
2. Charts, maps, consumer billings, matrices, graphs, or tables
3. Stories, articles, paragraphs, sentences, directions, or pictures, , p g p , , , p
4. Signs, price tags, ads, or product labels
5. Measurement scales and diagrams

 Listening Test Items (new)
1. Picture prompt
2. Comprehension question
3. Predict next line of dialogue
4. Identify true statement based on prompt
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Class Performance by Competency
TOPSpro Report - partialTOPSpro Report partial

The Task Number tells you 
the format in which the 
question was asked.q

Test 
Question 
Number

The Competency Description gives 
more detail of the Competency 
Number

Percentage of 
Students who 

d hi

The Competency 
Number on which this 
question was based

answered this 
question correctly
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Student Performance by Competency
TOPSpro Report  - partialTOPSpro Report  - partial
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Class Profile by Competency (manual report - partial)
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Teaching Toolsg

 Use QuickSearch Online to locate classroom  Use QuickSearch Online to locate classroom 
materials

 Use Test Series Competency Content Matrix Use Test Series Competency Content Matrix
 Make a file folder by test level for each 

competencycompetency
 Collect and add materials to file folders, e.g., new 

texts or teacher-made itemstexts or teacher made items
 Make WIPPEA lesson plans
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QuickSearch Online!

 Quick, easy online access to database of more than , y
2,300 instructional materials

 Includes print, audio, video, and software materials
Id ifi  ff i  i i l i l  d li   Identifies effective instructional materials and aligns 
materials to CASAS Competencies

 Search by Search by
 Title
 Competency
 Program, Level, and Skill
 Publisher
 CASAS Test
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Competency 
ContentContent

 Life and Work 
Reading Test 
Series 
C  Competency 
Content

Download this matrix 
at www.casas.org
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Test Series Competency Content Matrix p y

 Use the Competency Content along with your current 
textbook(s).

Example:
CASAS Test Level: B Form 83CASAS Test Level:  B,  Form 83
Competency Number:  1.4.7
Textbook: Step Forward Level 2

Chapter 3, Lesson 1

 Other competencies covered in Chapter 3 to be taught 
are 1.4.2, 1.4.3 (all related to housing.)

 Make a file folder for each competency.
 Now we can put it all together in lesson plan form.
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 Now we can put it all together in lesson plan form.
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Developing a 
C t B d L  PlCompetency-Based Lesson Plan
 What is the Competency Objective(s)?)

 Identify the focus of the activity: 
 CASAS Competency 1.4.7: Communicate maintenance needs and 

housing problems to a landlord or property manager.
 Program: ESL  
 Level: Intermediate Low     
 NRS Level:  4

 CASAS Content Standards:
 What basic skills are involved in the lesson? What basic skills are involved in the lesson?

X Reading  __Listening   __Speaking  __Writing  __Math
 CASAS Content Standards: R2.8, R3.2, R3.3
 C t t St d d t  b  d l t  R2 9  R3 4  R4 6
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WIPPEA Lesson Plan

Warm up/Introduction: /
 Review learned materials. Prepare for new lesson.

Presentation: 
 Introduce new information and skills Introduce new information and skills.

Practice: 
 Provide an opportunity to practice new information and 

skills using controlled context.
Evaluation/Assessment: 

 Assess and provide feedback. Assess and provide feedback.
Application: 

 Apply new skills and knowledge in a functional context.
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Sample Competency-Based 
L  PlLesson Plan

 Suggestions for Presentation: Competency 1.4.7 Suggestions for Presentation: Competency 1.4.7
 Example: Use pictures to introduce a problem in an 

apartment complex where the electricity will be shut off.
 Write questions on the board and review with students.
 Show the notice (on an overhead transparency) posted on 

apartment doors. Read each question and explain that 
students must find the answer quickly.
A  d  i   i   h   i  h    As students give answers, point to the answers in the text. 
Underline and mark answers with #1, 2, 3,  etc. on the 
notice.
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Sample Competency-Based 
L  PlLesson Plan

 Suggestions for Practice: Competency 1.4.7 Suggestions for Practice: Competency 1.4.7
 Pass out a worksheet with three to four notices, signs, letters 

about different repair work. Include questions under each. 
Tell students to read questions silently as the teacher reads 
them aloud. Tell students to find the answer quickly.

 Teacher reads question aloud and students underline and  Teacher reads question aloud and students underline and 
put the question number next to the answer in the text.

 Students may work in pairs to check each other. Then they 
can mark answers on the overhead in front of the class and 
receive feedback.
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Practice Activityy

 Choose one ESL level to target Choose one ESL level to target __________________
 Choose one competency #_____________________
 Find several CASAS Content Standards for Reading  Find several CASAS Content Standards for Reading 

using the list for the ESL level you are targeting.
 R __ R _______________________________

__ R _______________________________
 R __ R _______________________________

 Presentation________________________________
 Practice
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 Practice____________________________________
A blank format is provided in your participant packet



Using the Resultsg

 Use the Student Performance by Competency report   Use the Student Performance by Competency report  
to identify the competencies to target during 
instruction (and before next test).( )

 Review the basic skills (Content Standards) needed 
 Review lesson plans and make necessary changes Review lesson plans and make necessary changes
 Check QuickSearch Online for materials
 Add new materials to file folders Add new materials to file folders
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Review Goals and Objectivesj

 Identify CASAS Content Standards Identify CASAS Content Standards
 Describe how the standards support 

CASAS Competenciesp
 Identify and use lesson plans that 

integrate CASAS Content Standards 
and CASAS Competencies

 Identify and use reports to show 
f fstudent performance and to inform 

instruction
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Contact CASAS

Mail: E-Mail: 
CASAS
5151 Murphy Canyon Rd., 
Suite 220

 General questions 
casas@casas.org

 CASAS Website  Suite 220
San Diego, CA 92123-4339 

Website: www casas org

 CASAS Website  
webmaster@casas.org   

 TOPSpro software 
@Website: www.casas.org

Telephone: 
858 292 2900  

topspro@casas.org
 CASAS trainings 

training@casas.org
858-292-2900 or 
1-800-255-1036 

g@ g
 California accountability

capm@casas.org
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Fax: 858-292-2910
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